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of Poltica)

ence at Vanderbilt Univer-

/| sity,: Alex N. Dragnich - served

with the United States Informa-

tion Service in Eelgrade during

three critical years ending in

1950. He returned to Yugoslavia |;

in the summer of 1952, after he
| had left government service. .

Mr. Dragnich wag dne of &
small group of American Em-

counselor, Robert Borden Reams,

discovered in the spring of 1948
the first evidence of a profound !’
disagreement between the Yugo-|
| slav press in the speeches of the |
Yugoslav Communist leaders, \.
the mutation of certain symbols

demonology of (Communist s

ciety. The expulsion of th
1 Yugoslav: Communist part
from the Cominform, which was
announced on

By training and first-hand |
experience Mr. Dragnich quali-

American students’of post-war

I
Vi
fles as one of the best informed | E X
B
.| Yugoslav affairg in the United | i,

| 4

‘States. In his present work,
“Tito’s Promised Land,” he has ;
attempted to trace the rise of
the Yugoslav Communists to
power, to analyze the anatomy
of their regime, the impact of
their policies and practices on '
the principal sectors of the na-
tional life, the attitude of the
people to their rulers. Mr. Drag- |
+[ nich also examines the relations
of the Yugoslav Communist '
regime with the West ‘since the !
expulsion from the Cominform, '
| the effect of the American eco- |
nomic aid programs; in the end, ;
he indicates certain lines :
probable developments. :

THE‘ book is lergely based ¢n |
reading of the Tugoslav p |
and periodicals, speeches of the |
Yugoslav leaders, and informa- |
tion personally scquired during |
the author’s residence in Yugo-
slavla, The ' author’s " fluent

vantage’ over: other “investiga-

: torm ‘Aga result we find here L)
{mass ‘of intereging intotmatlon

that has’ not appeared in earlie

which some Eastern Europe
specialists associate with ‘% [

June 28, 1948,
confirmed the brilliant research : :
of the youthful A.metican group | :
in Belgrade, : I

%

i} operations “were ‘negligible, "He
£ problem.? ™
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aﬂer a.ll
responsible for

that ‘struggle was
the

.try’s new-found unity and con-
tributed to the disintegration of
the ‘ Yugoslav
weeks after the Naz invasion.
In his account of the interne-
cine war between the Chetniks
and Tito's Partisans, Mr. Drag-
1ich

Mihailovich and minimizes the
military contributions of the

‘gives-the impression that their,

. deplores the unscrupulous meth~
jods of the Partisans" in’ their
_struggle for"power, ‘but’ in*'s0
duing he fails to recognize that
. Tito and hig group'were ‘waging:
a total war in the fullest sense.
Ii ‘was this total war, -which -
Tito" and his associates under-:,
« stood, ‘:and:" practiced, - .that -

brought victory, because - the |-
+ Yugoslav!” Communist'- ‘leader-
ship understood the meaning of

" power in the twentieth century
" whereas Mihailovich did not. .

Mr. Dragnich appears to regard
war and power as moral prob-

lems, when they are Just the

- -

ppposite.

e ignation the means Tito used -
| to consolidate his “power after

Tv!o talks vnth townspcoplc m 'Ils'luuve Villagc of Kummvac, Cmaho.

internal ¥
strife which disrupted the coun-"

state several’
identifies himself unre-.
servedly with the gause of .

Partisans to_a point, where/ hec

] ;Irm: author describes with fn- -

Mr Dr gnich is on sound

.ground when he analyzes not
‘only the inability of the Yugo-
“‘slav leaders to solve their eco-

nomic problems but to halt the
rate of deterioration resulting

. from *neir policies. Here agawmn,

however, hig indignation domi-
nates, The crux of the matier
is to be found in the fact that
at no stage have the Yugoslav
Communist leaders succeeded in
solving any of their major eco-
nomic problems except with out-
side assistance.iThe survival of

& Communist regime in peint of

higtory ia‘ bolm up' 't.h this

i

{ g

ugoslavia® after ‘the’ expulsion
from the Cominform was a risk
~worth taking, but he puts for-
iward two:propositions that are

“subjen. to question. The first is
that Yugoslavia’'s military im-

portance to- the West will ‘de-
chine a8 the ‘West’'s defenses are
built up. The second is that the
morale of the Yugoslav A.rmy
is poor,

When one looks at the West-
ern deienses, what does one see

. other than American and ‘Brit-

. ish power? The actual military
‘power of the other Western
allies is not substantially greater

“today than it was in the dark

‘; the “liberation of the country. . days of the Korean war. Until

Here again we are faced with’ ' such time as all the Western
i the terrible dilemma of politics ~ allies are prepared to make a
i and morals, It is patent that a  real :defense contribution,
i revolutionary party never loses:, Yugoslav army must be regard-
; sight of its main objective, the, - ed as a necessary element of

{ seizure "of total power. An ob- strength on one ot t.he Webt'

: lutionary ‘party exterminates its /. the Yugoslav Army ‘to to’ deal

/opponents:in; the ¥process™’of in” speculatlon.wNobody ‘can pre‘-

a«stabﬁah\ngpowerlaararmore ; dlct,ln advance of co
“andﬁwutaﬂugimeth any: armyi‘wi : erfo

HE author' admits’ that the
American * policy 'of "assisting |

the §




